
KS2 Grammar

- What do you already know?
- What does the Government expect our children to 

know by the end of Year 6
- How you can support your child/children with 

grammar at home



What do you already know?

With your talk partner, discuss what grammar terminology you are already 
familiar with

 Name it e.g. An expanded noun phrase
 Explain it e.g. It needs to have a determiner, a noun and an adjective
 Give an example e.g. The blue car

Write down your ideas together on your KWL grid in the KNOWLEDGE column
Complete the ‘What I would like to know’ column 



Why grammar?



SATs Grammar Paper



What’s 
covered in 
Year 3



What’s 
covered in 
Year 4



What’s 
covered in 
Year 5



What’s covered in Year 6



Tools for writing
We provide your children with the ‘tools’ to write and as 
they progress they will be able to select the necessary 
‘tools’ to suit a particular piece of writing.

e.g. when writing a newspaper report the children will 
identify the need for:

- Cohesive devices to link  ideas/paragraphs
- Formal language
- Parenthesis to give the reader additional information
- Conjunctions to extend details given
- Reported and direct speech



Word Classes: Nouns 
Noun

Common
definition It is the name of a place, person or object
In more 
depth…

There are different types of noun:

Common noun. A common noun is a noun that refers to people or things in general, e.g. boy, country, bridge, 
city, birth, day

Proper noun
A proper noun is a name that identifies a particular person, place, or thing, e.g. Steven, Africa, London, 
Monday. In written English, proper nouns begin with capital letters.

Abstract noun
An abstract noun is a noun which refers to ideas, qualities, and conditions - things that cannot be seen or 
touched and things which have no physical reality, e.g. truth, danger, happiness, time, friendship, humour.

Collective nouns
Collective nouns refer to groups of people or things, e.g. audience, family, government, team, jury, flight.

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/particular
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/abstract
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/condition#condition__6
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/physical


Create a sentence with…

a common noun
an abstract noun
a collective noun



Noun Progression through KS2



war,





Word Classes: Verbs 

Verb
Common
definition

A ‘doing’ word

In more 
depth… There is a range of verb types, here are a few:

A physical action (e.g., to swim, to write, to climb). – most of us know 
this one

A mental action (e.g., to think, to guess, to consider).

A state of being (e.g., to be, to exist, to appear).

To identify verbs, it is also helpful to look at their form (e.g. their 
endings) and function (what they do in sentences).





Identify the verbs…

The cat jumped over the fence.
He carefully thought about their 

proposition.
Micky and Muffin are cats.



Adjective
Common
definition

A describing word

In more 
depth…

An adjective describes or modifies noun/s and pronoun/s in a sentence. It normally 
indicates quality, size, shape, duration, feelings, contents, and more about a noun or 
pronoun.

Identify the adjectives:
I have a fast car. 

The very hungry caterpillar. 

I saw a flying eagle.

Word Classes: Adjectives 

https://www.learngrammar.net/english-grammar/noun
https://www.learngrammar.net/english-grammar/pronoun


Adverbs
Common
definition An ‘ly’ word that describes a verb

In more 
depth… Adverbs can modify adjectives or other adverbs as well as verbs. An adverb is a word which 

modifies a verb, which means that it tells you how, when, where or why something is being done.

I called to my little sister.

I called angrily to my little sister. OR I called excitedly to my little sister. (tells us more about the 
feelings of the person involved.)

Adverbs can be of time, of place, of manner and of degree.
Adverbs usually end in -ly, but there are lots of exceptions (fast, never, well, very, now, yesterday, 
here, there).

https://youtu.be/yo8pzuE97EA

Word Classes: Adverbs 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-adjective
https://youtu.be/yo8pzuE97EA


Adverbs Tell Where It Happened
Some adverbs describe the location of an action. Examples:

The public library often holds meetings downstairs.
Jack looked everywhere for his missing keys.

Adverbs Tell When It Happened
Examples of adverbs that describe when an action occurred include:

She arrived early for the meeting.
When I bake, I make cookies first.



Adverbs Tell the Extent of the Action
Adverbs also describe the extent to which something was done, including:

Daniel is finally tall enough to ride the roller coaster.
I only take the bus to work on Mondays.
I was quite pleased to see my son's progress in school this 
year.
I am rather tired after spending the day at the beach.



Fronted Adverbials

 From Year 4, children are taught to use 'fronted adverbials'. This is when a word or phrase is put 
at the start of a sentence (followed by a comma), to explain how or when something is being 
done. For example:

Later that day, I fed the dog.

Cautiously, I opened the door.

With a heavy heart, I told my son the playground was 
closed.

http://www.theschoolrun.com/fronted-adverbials


How to use the word classes…
Children will discover a word does not just sit in one word class

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

happiness / happy, happier, 
happiest

happily

post post
posts

posting
posted

/ /

glory
glorification

glorifies glorious gloriously

geography / geographical geographically



Year 6 
Children who are ARE (Age Related Expectation) can use 

the grammar taught correctly
Children who are GD (Greater Depth) have a more 

conscious control over their use



Book recommendations: 



Thank you 
 Supporting websites:
https://www.theschoolrun.com/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-adverb

 LGFL – the children have access to it with their USO log in
http://grammar.lgfl.org.uk/year5.html (for Maths as well)  Miss Halpin will 
put this resource on our school website

https://www.theschoolrun.com/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-adverb
http://grammar.lgfl.org.uk/year5.html
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